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Immigration

We will do a role play with Joyati and Mary Beth right after this training 

Goal: to help our neighbors know what to do NOW in case of raids, detention 
or deportation and to inform about creating a record of rights denied for future 
legal action by safely videotaping.

● Go out in pairs and bring packets, red cards, scotch tape for posters, 
spreadsheet, a pen, clipboard if have one, and our NYCD 16-15 cards

● Be authentic/ use your own style
● Introduce yourself as a community member and hand our Indivisible 

card with our contact info
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Urge People to Make a Plan in Advance
● Employees should share this info with their families too, and make a personal plan. 
● Read all of the materials and open QR codes.
● Hang up the private room signs before you leave.
● Ask if they have video cameras, and if so, don’t delete footage.
● If employees have young children, make a plan for who will care for them and discuss it in 

advance. Memorize that person’s telephone #. 
● Immigration will probably take their phones away, so tell employees and their families to 

memorize key numbers of a lawyer, as well as friend/family point-person #. 
● Every business should have a point person if possible to alert people to calmly walk to 

Private room/ They should have a signal to use.
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This section under development. Subject to change
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● Introduce yourself as a volunteer, using your first name

● Some businesses are nervous at first because they don’t know you. Be gently persistent. They may shy 
away initially, but then become more interested if you ask to leave some info and quickly explain some 
basics from the package.

● You will not know all the answers to their questions. That’s ok.

● Best practice is to do a thorough discussion, not a “drive-by”. 

● Bring bag to carry papers. Bring tape for signs.

● Places of business often have to take care of customers while you are there, so they want to go 
through it fast. Open QR codes, answer questions if you can

● Always go with a partner for safety, and use common sense judgement if a place does not look safe. 

● The first time you go out, make sure you go out with someone who has done it before. 

Most people you talk to will be VERY appreciative so this is 
very rewarding!!!!! nycd16-indivisible.org      

nycd.16.group@gmail.com

Immigration- Canvassing Tips
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Immigration- Picking a Turf
Pick a commercial street. Check in the HandsOff NYC tool to make 
sure nobody has been there yet.
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Immigration- Picking a Turf (contd)

Zoom-in on HandsOff Map tool
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Immigration- Picking a Turf (Contd) 

● Use Google Maps (or 
similar) to locate address 
blocks

● Ideally if you have a “host” 
who can scout out the area 
first this is helpful to verify 
accuracy of addresses

● Each turf should have apx 
10 small businesses on it

● Turfs that stay on one side 
of the street are more 
efficient

● Pick a local meeting spot eg 
coffee shop. 
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Immigration- Picking a Turf (Contd)

HandsOff tool is also available in table format
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Immigration- After Your Visit

● Fill in the HandsOff Tracking Sheet 
● Take notes outside the business - 

be inconspicuous
● Be sure to click on your Indivisible 

group name 
● Be sure to put city name on same 

line as street address
● If we need to go back with Spanish 

speakers or speak to further 
employees/managers, mark that 
under Other Comments

● Ideally, if you can, check back on 
these businesses a few days later to 
see if they need more info.

We are next going out on Sunday March 8 at 2:30 p.m. to Bainbridge Av, Bronx


